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SURVEYING IN WISCONSIN, IN 1837.

BY FRANKLIN HATHEWAY.!

My uncle, Joshua Hatheway, came out from the East in
1833 or 1834, being then associated with the late Albert G.
Ellis, as a surveyor. In the early summer of 1835, he went
to Washington, and secured a contract from the general
land office to survey and subdivide into sections, townships
Nos. 1, 2, 3, N., ranges 20, 21, 22, 23, E., in the extreme
southeast corner of what is now Wisconsin —but then, a
part of Michigan Territory. One or two families had located
at the mouth of Pike Créek (now the City of Kenosha), and
perhaps a dozen families at the mouth of Root River (now
Racine); but besides these few residents on the lake shore,
there was not a single farmer or farm house in the entire

! Franklin Hatheway, author of this sketch, was born at Rome, Oneida
County, N. Y., July 12, 1818, of Vermont parents. His great-grandfather,
Simeon Hatheway, fought, together with his seven sons, under General
Stark in the battle of Bennington. Later in the war, one of these sons,
Joshua (grandfather of our author), was one of the ¢ Green Mountain
Boys »” under Ethan Allan, and saw much active service; after the war, he
entered Yale College and graduated therefrom in 1787. Removing in 1795
to Fort Stanwix (now Rome, N. Y.), he was elected first treasurer of Oneida
County, and was postmaster at Rome from 1808 to 1833. During the War
of 1812-15, he was in the military service, and at one time was command-
ant at Sackett’s Harbor. By appointment from Gov. DeWitt Clinton, he
was the first to break ground for the Erie Canal (July 4, 1817). His wife
was a daughter of John Haynes Lord, of Hartford, Conn., a lineal de-
scendant of the John Haynes who was governor of Massachusetts in 1635,
and later governor of Connecticut (at intervals between 1639 and 1653).
The oldest son of Joshua was the father of our author; for many years he
was one of the leading merchants of Rome, and succeeded his father as
postmaster, holding office from 1833 to 1849; he was also treasurer of Oneida



